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This series is a departure from other books about Aboriginal or traditional stories. It includes five stories.
As readers go through the series, they will notice that the narrative and artwork gets progressively
darker. The series starts with trickster stories, then moves to a Whiitigo and Paakuk story, then jumps
to a story about selling one’s soul and personal redemption, and finally to a Roogaroo story.

This project came to life from the stories of our Elders, and as such, original transcripts of
the stories, prose renditions by Janice DePeel, and biographies of the storytellers and project team are
available on the Virtual Museum of Métis History and Culture: www.metismuseum.ca/browse/index.
php?id=13100
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L Jhyaah, the Devil. Reading this word in
my fother’s dary struck fear in my heart and
made me break out Un a coldl sueat.

Marchv 23, 1944 was the date Listed un Hre

handwritten ddery entry. | read how a

weighbouwr in the vidlage tueline miles away
had been charged withv a wery bad crime,

ond how e was sentenced to e hhanged.




Marchh 25, 1944 (s He next entry | read, which
refers to Hie man Hhat was o be hanged. “People
are saying he s doing e work of the Devil and
his mindons. Where s their faittiv in Godl, the
Charch? If e dies, | blame Hie Chuurcld’’

all of his life. | coudodi’t imagine [l
him writing words such as Hhis, [




__ A week later, | knew | wos
] going to continue digging
o the past. But who
wowld be able to tell wme
what | needed to kinow?




] There wos only one name that came to J&
| & Uibrarian for years, and was now te B




live of my fotirer’s ramblings canghht wy eye: “It s so hard fo talk
fo him and kinow that wmy blood cowrses tharouglh his weins too.”’

| hotped Sqbvia would be able fo tell me b, % e | - - :

move, since wmy fother had sopped | noticed he wrote a lot about U Jiyaah, and how

writing tn English and started, writing there was no greater evil Hhan tivis before the Cativolic

e Michif, whidh | couddi’t read well Chuwrdh. And now, possibly becowse of the Chuwrchh, a
man would die wio had done nothing wrong.

s )
It wos wmy father who had pressur
me fo become a priest, so Ut was shotking
1o read these sacrileglons woros.

a loss as to wietier ov wot | would ever be able
fo respect my fother’s memory again .

S, ¥




Why don’t you
tell me what you

@‘-—-ﬁ .@ already know?

-._____‘

friends. They were Like brothers. i
They MML'&LDMWUK M(/pkmw‘v

of N/‘W‘M‘@ Wi Roogarecos, 5,-"“"
Whiitigos, Ui Pmkwk/s because B

SR g e——
* To learn Michif, visit www.metismuseum.ca/michif_tools.php



“They'd buy their way intfo Heaven .
To do that, they'd gamble.”

Don’t gamble
during Lent! ¥ |

“The Old People fold them in

Ku ayka
gombliichik daom L Karaym.”

e,




‘# “The boys ignoved Hhe warnings.
It was Lent, and they went out
Sl - drinking and gombling.”

“On the third night, they uwere walking home,
they heard a horse coming up behind Hhem.”



“So they grabhed the
Iorse and got on £’




“Their Mooshum was wery concerned
about the boy’s behaviowr.”

‘C 7v 1& hll -
“During the course of the conersation
Hre story of Hhe horse was resealed.”




“He insisted Hhat e boys be blessed withv Loo’'d bindid,

Holy Water, so L Jhyaah would leave them alowve.”
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“Mooshum told the boys Hhat
the horse was the Devil ...”




“The hovse uent wild...”
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SR Avis Henry come along in his motor
S car and wouldil't you kinow Lt



“..he Wit Hie horse and killed Ct’




“But Hhat’s not adl.”’

y.r
“Avis had been driving iy sick toddler son to the doctor. B
The boy died along the way and Daniel was blameol.”’ 2%

of God. Who am | to sully the image you
have of i Boon Jheu and your father? It

Mrs. Lépine, right now
| don’t know what | feel toward
my father. | need to know the
vest of the story.




“The local avtiorities put Dandiel
(/ijiztfwl/\/i/szrwwwotwm ”

III “lll “-' =
|| 1““l /
.l.llllm
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“Howewner, Henry and his cronies hao gotten
togetiver anod wanted to yncle Daniel. They were
gowg{v,vamg him upfwrmﬁw W%t'{'rw

. It was Ukely Henry's con that ]
spooked the horse in the first place.”

People started fo talk. They called hin the Devil's hiveod help becanse
of his goodl rum of luck gambling duwring Lent. It was awful.”

“Finally Hey decided to trick him.
Knowing that he didn't know how
o fiddle , Hhey decided to gine him
a fiddle and told him they'd be
back n four days.”’

L%ngo If e couldil’t, Hhem Hrey usere going to
fake the law into thelr own hands.”



“Daniel never played a tumed note on the fiddle in his
life, but for the next tHhwee days e did nothving but play.”

Il“ l \lh}ﬂ,'\\i\'*\‘ ’:



‘Although ke'd tried his best, he'd
failed. He resigned himself o the fact
that wien Henry ond his ynching
mob retwrned to the jail , he woule die.”

was obviows Hhey nere more nterested in public -

“BL/ now Ut
Uy humiliating Daniel than killing Wim., but they brought
a bromd vew rope tied with a hangman’s noose anyway.”
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“Daniel was given te fiddle
,awq Doniel corvefully (
. TWMVMWWWWMS once.”’

applied move pressure fo the bow.
The notes came out slow at first,
M/twdeotemm/spwe

| littte bolder and his hand moved
| a litHe guicker.”




“Your father stepped forward and took
‘H/b&fwuumbowjﬂrm DM’SWW
anol Hen turned to Hie crowdl: ‘I Hiink
Daniel fulfilled his part of Hie bargain
Henry. Now eweryowe go howme.”




What was the tune
you played? What was
the name of the song?

il tell you!
=Y [t was the “Devils Reel.’
d Daniel sold his soul to the
Devil so that today he
wouldn’t have

Daniel, you're
going to burn in Hell.
You and everyone

“Yowur fother got Daniel out of there just as
Hre crowd began to mot behinod Hre priest anod
started vhouwting nsudts and deativ Hreats.”




Norman, you - T
have to understand, le Churce told vy wiw/t was 4 sin

in matters of religion the
Church had great
control over us.

= ] and owr lmagunation did tie rest.”’

“The Chuwwrch put great fear in owr people. Your father always said
‘I was afraid for half my life and for the rest of it | felt guilty. Your
fother was aen boon Katalic. And he was so wery proud of yow.”

N Gft Sqlvia Lipine that
i oy Wuf’l/b&bvam/oumrt

practicing

o vy fother was stll a better
o Cativolic Hhan | was. He died

wnafrodd, strong n his faitiv
B L God and ik Gods Lowve. |

sow how maunche | sHUL had to
learn fromw wy  fother and
I felt blessed to have been
roised by such a good man.
Hoving foitiv s abouwt Unving
the Ufe eweryday so you com

look L Jyaah n the eyes and

say “My soul & nwot youwrs!”
Faithv soved Dandel. Faithv in
my father saved we too.
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Taanishi Books — Emergent Reader Series Now Available in Michif/English!

This leveled reader set contains 27 books under 9 different themes,
all relating to Métis culture written in Michif and English.
The Michif/English versions are accompanied by Michif Audio CDs.
Levelling and lesson plans included in the books apply only to the English text.

Michif translations and narrations by Norman Fleury

Various Pricing Available. Complete 27-Book Set: $175
9-Book Theme Sets (1 Book per Theme, chosen from one of the three options below): $63.00
(A-C 8-page Stories, D-G 12-page Stories, F-I 16-page Stories)

Bringing Métis Children’s Literature to

Bringing Métis Children's Llerature to Lie Life

: is a guidebook for teachers to support the children’s

literature published by the Gabriel Dumont Institute.
The guidebook supports teaching about the Métis

and utilizes strategies that foster and promote literacy
development (listening, speaking, reading, writing,

viewing, and representing).

The stories used in this guidebook are written and
illustrated by Métis authors and illustrators. Each story
brings traditional and contemporary Métis culture to
life. They honour the past and present. Métis children
often see themselves in these publications. Non-M¢étis
students will see and connect with the universal themes
and relate them to their own lives while learning about
Meétis culture. Most importantly, this resource is about
engaging readers in the history and traditions of Métis
culture through literature.

Download this free resource at:
http://www.metismuseum.ca/resource.php/13827

Request a catalogue or order online!
www.shopmetis.ca
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GABRIEL DUMONT INSTITUTE
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Gabriel Dumont College

TRAINING & EMPLOYMENT

The Gabriel DumontInstitute (GDI) is celebratingits 35thanniversary.
GDI offers university, skills training, apprenticeships, and adult
upgrading through programs and services. GDI has graduated over
eleven hundred M¢étis teachers through the Saskatchewan Urban
Native Teacher Education Program. Dumont Technical Institute has
thousands of certificate and diploma graduates. GDI Training and
Employment offers career counselling and apprenticeship advice
in offices across the province. The Gabriel Dumont Scholarship
Foundation has awarded over 1.5 million dollars in scholarships
to Métis students in Saskatchewan. GDI has an award-winning
Publishing Department that has produced over 160 resources. GDI
has one of the most extensive Metis collections at its library branches
in Regina, Saskatoon, and Prince Albert.

To learn more about Gabriel Dumont Institute, go to www.gdins.org
or call 1-877-488-6888.

PROUD PAST
BRIGHT FUTURE!
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Métis stories seamlessly blend characters
and motifs from Cree, Ojibway, and
French-Canadian fraditions into an
exciting, unique synthesis. Métis stories
are an invaluable treasure because
they tell familiar stories in interesting ways
while preserving elements of storytelling
which have become rare to the Métis’
ancestral cultures. The Stories of Our
People/Lii zistwayr di la naasyoon di
Michif series includes stories about the
three Métis tricksters (Wiisakaychak,
Nanabush, and Chi-Jean), werewolves
(Roogaroos), cannibal spirits (Whiitigos),
flying skeletons (Paakuks), and of course,
the Devil (li Jiyaab). The stories are
steeped in Michif language and culture.

Stories of Our People/Lii zistwayr di
la naasyoon di Michif Series:

How Michif was Lost

Chi-Jean and the Red Willows

Whistle for Protection

Sins of the Righteous

Attack of the Roogaroos!
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